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Rigorous.  Relevant.  Interdisciplinary.  Global.  Experiential.  Making a difference.



Public policy begins with an exhilarating belief:  
We can make a difference. We can improve our  
communities, our nation, and the world. The  
discipline of public policy cultivates decision- 
making skills, but we never forget that those skills 
serve the larger purpose of building just, peaceful, 
and prosperous societies. We embrace Brown  
University’s ethos of idealism and service. 

This is an exciting time to study public policy at 
Brown. We have designed a new one-year MPA  
that offers rigorous analytical thinking, domain 
knowledge, active fieldwork, advanced training in 
communications skills, an international experience 
at one of four partner programs around the world — 
and much more. 

We invite you to join our community of dedicated 
leaders who draw on Brown’s rich tradition of  
collaboration across approaches and disciplines. 
Together we search for fresh ways to address the 
public challenges of our time.

You can 
make a  
difference.
Improve our communities,  

our nation and the world.

James A. Morone is the Director, Brown Public Policy Program 
John Hazen White Professor of Political Science and Public Policy.  
He has written ten books including The Democratic Wish, Hellfire  
Nation, and The Heart of Power. He often testifies before Congress  
on health care policy. Brown students have awarded Jim the Hazeltine  
Citation for outstanding teaching five times.

James A. Morone 
Director, Brown Public Policy Program



ONE-YEAR MPA
• Flexible curriculum that 
emphasizes analytical skills, 
domain knowledge, and  
field experience

• Small class size and 
accessible faculty

• High-touch learning  
experience with dedicated  
career planning and  
placement support

• Faculty composed of world- 
renowned researchers and 
experienced practitioners

• Merit-based aid available

• Only one-year MPA  
from an Ivy League  
institution 

What is distinctive  
about Public Policy 
at Brown University? 

The one-year MPA in the Brown Public Policy program is…

Rigorous. We provide students with the analytical skills to address some of the key 
challenges facing the world today. However, more than simply gaining a “tool kit,” our 
students become proficient in specific policy areas and draw on Brown University’s 
expertise in several policy domains, such as health, environment, economic develop-
ment, and security, among others. 

Relevant. We focus on solving some of the world’s great challenges through cutting- 
edge research, innovative teaching, and public engagement. Because politics matter  
and solutions do not exist in a vacuum, the Brown Public Policy program brings  
politics back into the study of policy. Policy analysis must be savvy about the realities 
of governing. Robust solutions must always be prepared to withstand the decision- 
making process that puts any idea into effect. 

What is distinctive about Public Policy? It is rooted in the concrete.  
No matter what the issue, we always start with a real-world problem. 
When you study public policy, you join a special community of dedicated 
leaders looking to make a difference in the world by discovering and  
devising innovative ways to solve the policy challenges we face today.



Interdisciplinary. The problems we face are often deep and complicated, 
requiring diverse disciplines and perspectives to understand and solve them.  
In a setting where crossing disciplinary boundaries is not only possible but 
encouraged, the Brown Public Policy program takes full advantage of the 
interaction among the University’s many areas of expertise, including the 
departments of Political Science, Economics, History, and Computer Science,  
the schools of Medicine, Public Health, and Engineering, the Political Theory  
Project, and the Watson Institute for International Studies.

Global. We live in a single, interconnected global village. Problems, solutions, 
ideas, technologies, finance, and people move swiftly across continents. An 
international perspective therefore informs all our courses, and students are 
encouraged to further explore international perspectives through affiliated 
programs in countries around the world and in collaboration with the Watson 
Institute for International Studies. 

Experiential. Recognizing that students learn as much through real-world 
experience as they do in traditional classroom settings, the Brown Public Policy 
program provides all students with an in-depth action-learning experience in 
which they work with policy-focused organizations located in both the US and 
abroad on real-world problems and solutions. These intensive internships are 
central to our approach to education, which promotes the interplay between 
theory and practice and provides students with opportunities to apply the skills 
and knowledge they acquire in the classroom to real-world settings.

Making a difference. We always come back to the same powerful idea: You can 
make a difference. Our mission, first and foremost, is to train you to make a 
difference in the world.

The Brown University  
program in Public Policy  
provides students with  
the analytical skills and  
deep knowledge about  
key policy issues and  
challenges to make a  
difference in the world,  
and to help build just,  
peaceful, and prosperous  
societies. This mission is  
aligned with Brown  
University’s ethos of 
idealism and service. 



Master of Public  
Affairs (MPA)
The Brown MPA is a one-year accelerated (summer – fall – spring), full-time 
degree program that prepares students with analytical tools, management skills, 
international study, and real-world experience. 

A typical journey through the program includes the following:  

Summer Semester
• Professional skills bootcamp, including writing, presentation, data analysis, 

and research workshops

• Core courses in economics, policy, quantitative analysis, and  
financial management

• Global policy immersion experience working with policymakers  
in France, Brazil, India, or China for 2.5 weeks

Fall Semester
• Advanced courses in Policy Implementation, and Policy Analysis & Evaluation

• Elective coursework in a policy specialization: Governance, Law & Ethics,  
Environmental Policy & Sustainability, Health Policy, International Security, 
Urban Policy, and Economic Development, among others. Students can also  
design their own specialization.

Spring Semester
• “Policy in Action” internship for 12 weeks

• Advanced courses in Organizational Management & Behavior and 
Systems Dynamics

• Additional elective course in policy track 

• Advanced topics and tools in public policy. Possible courses include GIS,  
Law & Ethics, Public Service, and Cost-Benefit Analysis

In addition to a full course load and an action-learning internship, students will  
enjoy career planning and placement support and will benefit from learning  
with a cohort of passionate changemakers and future leaders. 



Anna Aizer 
Economics and Public Policy

Bill Allen 
Public Policy

Peter Andreas 
Political Science

Richard Arenberg 
Public Policy and Political Science

Geri Augusto 
Public Policy and Africana Studies

Robert Blair 
Political Science

Mark Blyth 
Political Science, International and  
Public Affairs

Richard Boucher 
International and Public Affairs

Keith Brown 
Anthropology

Elizabeth Burke Bryant 
Public Policy

Melani Cammett 
Political Science

Russell Carey 
Public Policy

Ross Cheit 
Political Science and Public Policy

Nitsan Chorev 
Sociology

Jeff D. Colgan 
Political Science

Valerie Cooley 
Public Policy

Theresa Devine 
Public Policy

Beshara Doumani 
History

Marc Dunkelman 
Public Policy

Timothy Edgar 
International and Public Affairs

Peter B. Evans 
Sociology

Claudia Elliott 
Political Science

Andrew Foster 
Economics

Erik Godwin 
Public Policy

Faculty
James N. Green 
History

Matthew Gutmann 
Anthropology

Sherine Hamdy 
Anthropology

Alan Harlam 
Public Policy

Patrick Heller 
Sociology

José Itzigsohn 
Sociology

MJ Kaplan  
Public Policy

Michael Kennedy 
Sociology

Richard Kerbel 
Public Policy

David Kertzer 
Anthropology

Stephen Kinzer 
International and Public Affairs

Anthony Levitas 
International and Public Affairs

Richard M. Locke 
Political Science 
Director, Watson Institute for  
International Studies

Glenn Loury 
Economics

Catherine Lutz 
Anthropology

Peter Marino 
Public Policy

Rose McDermott 
Political Science

Patrick McGuigan 
Public Policy

Nicholas Miller 
Political Science

Susan Moffitt 
Political Science and Public Policy

James A. Morone 
Political Science and Public Policy 
Director, Brown Public Policy Program

Marion Orr 
Public Policy, Political Science, and  
Urban Studies

Christina Paxson 
Economics and Public Policy

Andy Pennock  
Public Policy

Shankar K. Prasad 
Public Policy

David Preston 
Public Policy

J. Timmons Roberts 
Sociology and Environmental Studies

Wendy Schiller 
Political Science and Public Policy

Andrew Schrank 
Sociology

Bhrigupati Singh 
Anthropology

Prerna Singh 
Political Science

Hilary Silver 
Sociology, Urban Studies, and Public Policy

Jennifer Slattery  
Public Policy

Daniel Jordan Smith 
Anthropology

Richard Snyder 
Political Science

Kathy Spoehr 
Cognitive, Linguistic, and Psychological 
Sciences and Public Policy

Barbara Stallings 
International and Public Affairs

Edward Steinfeld 
Political Science

Nina Tannenwald 
Political Science

Patrick Tigue 
Public Policy

John Tyler 
Education, Public Policy, and Economics

Leah VanWey 
Sociology

Ashutosh Varshney 
Political Science

Steven White 
Public Policy

Kenneth Wong 
Education, Urban Studies, Public Policy, and 
Political Science 

Vazira F-Y Zamindar 
History
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Founded in 1764, Brown 
University is the seventh- 
oldest college in the 
United States and an Ivy 
League institution. Since 
1984, Brown’s program  
in Public Policy has 
graduated over 1,000 
students to professional 
careers in government, 
nonprofits and NGOs, and 
private sector positions.  


