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EDUCATION  
 

Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley, Geography, 2015  

 

Dissertation: “We’re an NGO with guns”: Haitian geographies of US militarized 

Development  

Committee:  Gillian Hart (Chair), Michael Watts, Jake Kosek, Donald Moore, Claudine 

Michel, Jean Lave  

 

B.A. University of California, Berkeley, Interdisciplinary Studies, 2005  

 

 

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS  
 

2016-present Postdoctoral Fellow, Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs, Brown 

University 

2015-2016 Research Fellow, Geography, UC Berkeley 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

Refereed Journal Articles 
 

Forthcoming “New military femininities: humanitarian violence and the gendered work of war 

among US servicewomen.” Gender, Place, and Culture. 

 

Forthcoming “Selling stabilization: anxious practices of militarized development contracting.” 

Development and Change.  

 

2017 “‘Going back to history’: Haiti and US military humanitarian knowledge production.” 

Spaces at the Intersection of Militarism and Humanitarianism, eds. Emily Gilbert and 

Killian McCormick, special issue, Critical Military Studies. doi: 

10.1080/23337486.2017.1313380. 
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2016  “‘The one who bears the scars remembers’: Haiti and the historical geography of US 

militarized development.” Journal of Historical Geography 51: 52-63. 

 

2013 “The ‘strong arm’ and the ‘friendly hand’: military humanitarianism in post-earthquake 

Haiti.” The Journal of Haitian Studies 19 (1): 60-87. 

 

2010 “The spatial politics of xenophobia: everyday practices of Congolese migrants in 

Johannesburg.” Transformation 74: 66-86.  

 

Manuscripts in Preparation 

 

“War in cities: racism, global counterinsurgency, and policing” For submission to Antipode (with 

Jordan T. Camp, equal authorship) 

 

“d/Developments after the ‘War on Terror.’” For submission to Making Concepts for 

Geographical Praxis: Thinking Alongside Gillian Hart, eds. Sharad Chari, Mark Hunter, 

and Melanie Samson (University of Georgia Press). 

 

Other publications 
 

2017 “‘Bad Papers’”: The Invisible and Increasing Costs of War for Excluded Veterans.” Costs 

of War. Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs: Brown University. Avail 

online: http://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/papers.  

 

2014 “The Student Strike at Damien.” In Haiti: An Island Luminous. Digital Library of the 

Caribbean: Florida International University. Avail online: 

http://islandluminous.fiu.edu/learn.html.   

 

2008 Migrant Access to Housing in South African Cities. Johannesburg: Migrant Rights 

Monitoring Project Special Report. With Tara Polzer. Avail online: 

http://www.migration.org.za/uploads/docs/report-6.pdf. 

 

2005 “Homeworkers Out in the Cold.” South African Labour Bulletin 29 (5): 52-55.  

 

2005 “Sweating it Out For a Hundred a Week.” South African Labour Bulletin 29 (4): 39-42.  

 

2005 Godfrey, Shane, Marlea Clarke and Jan Theron, with Jennifer Greenburg. On the 

Outskirts But in Fashion: Homeworking in the South African Clothing Industry: The 

challenge to organization and regulation. Cape Town: Institute of Development and 

Labour Law Monograph Series: 1-46. 

 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 
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2016 Watson Institute Collaborative Research Grant, Brown University (with Jordan T. Camp) 

2014 Department of Geography Summer Grant, UC Berkeley  

2013 Department of Geography Stipend, UC Berkeley  

2011 Social Science Research Council International Dissertation Research Fellowship 

2011 Dean’s Normative Time Fellowship, UC Berkeley  

2010 Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award, UC Berkeley  

2008 National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship 

2006 Berkeley Fellowship for Graduate Study, UC Berkeley Graduate Division  

 

 

INVITED TALKS  
 

2017 “Repeating occupations: Haiti in a US transnational military imaginary.” Institute of 

Haitian Studies, Department of African & African-American Studies, Center for Latin 

American and Caribbean Studies, and Hall Center for the Humanities. University of 

Kansas Hall Center for the Humanities. Lawrence, KS. February 28. 

 

2015  ‘“We’re an NGO with guns’: Haitian geographies of US militarized development.” UC 

Davis Department of American Studies and Research Group in Militarization Studies, 

Davis, CA. September 29. 

 

 

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION  
 

Panels Organized  
 

2017 “Gendered Geographies of (Dis)organized Violence,” Association of American 

Geographers Annual Meeting (April 5-9) Boston, MA. 

 

2013 “Multiple Militarisms I,” Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting (April 

9-13) Los Angeles, CA. 

 

Discussant  
 

2016 “Discovery and Evidence in the Policy Landscape: Implementation, Translation, and 

Scale-Making,” Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association 

(November 16-20) Minneapolis, MN. 

 

2013  “Multiple Militarisms II,” Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting (April 

9-13) Los Angeles, CA. 

 

Papers Presented  
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2017 “New military femininities: humanitarian violence and the gendered work of war.” 

Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, Gendered Geographies of 

(Dis)organized Violence Panel (April 5-9) Boston, MA. 

 

2016 “Her arms: veteran femininity after combat exclusion.” Annual Meeting of the American 

Anthropological Association, Embodied Veterans: Personal Appropriation, Biopower, 

and Normative Fitness Panel (November 16-20) Minneapolis, MN. 

 

2016  “Women at war: locating gendered humanitarian violence.” Association of American 

Geographers Annual Meeting, Locating Humanitarian Violence Panel (March 29-April 2) 

San Francisco, CA. 

 

2016 Panelist for “Capitalism, Nationalism, Development I: Thinking alongside Gillian Hart.” 

Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting (March 29-April 2) San 

Francisco, CA. 

 

2015 “Educating Occupation: re-membering the student strike of 1929,” Haitian Studies 

Association Annual Meeting, University of Montreal (October 22-24). Montreal, Canada. 

 

2015 “The one who bears the scars remembers: Haiti and the historical geography of US 

militarized development,” Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, 

Militarism and Humanitarianism Panel (April 22-25) Chicago, IL. 

 

2013 “Weaponizing Development,” Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, 

Multiple Militarisms Panel (April 9-13) Los Angeles, CA. 

 

2013 “The ‘Strong Arm’ and the ‘Friendly Hand’: military humanitarianism in post-earthquake 

Haiti. Duke Haiti Lab workshop (January 25) Durham, NC.  

 

2012 “What Does Peacekeeping Do? MINUSTAH and the burden of history.” Haitian Studies 

Association Annual Meeting (November 9-11) New York, NY. 

 

2011 “Haiti and the Historical Geography of US Military Humanitarianism,” Association of 

American Geographers Annual Meeting, Interrogating Humanitarian Practice Panel 

(April 12-16) Seattle, WA.  

 

2008 “Spatialities of Belonging: The politics of citizenship in urban South Africa,” Association 

of American Geographers Annual Meeting, Transnational South Africa Panel (March 29-

April 2) Boston, MA. 

 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  
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Instructor, Brown University, International Relations  
  

“Senior Seminar: Humanitarianism in Uniform” (Fall 2016) 

 

Instructor, UC Berkeley, Department of International and Area Studies 
 

“Senior Capstone: New Directions in Development Studies” (Spring 2013)   

    

Instructor, Inter-university Institute for Research and Development (INURED) in 

partnership with L’Université d’État d’Haïti, Port au Prince, Haiti   
 

“Militarizasyon,” a seminar in Haitian Creole and French on the history of militarization 

in Haiti from Independence to the present-day peacekeeping mission (Spring 2012) 

 

“Intermediate English: Reading, Comprehension, and Conversation” (Summer 2012) 

 

Teaching Assistant, UC Berkeley 
 

“The History of Development and Underdevelopment,” Departments of Geography and 

International and Area Studies (Spring 2015, Spring 2010) 

 

“Postcolonial Geographies,” Department of Geography (Fall 2010, Fall 2006) 

 

 

SERVICE TO PROFESSION  
 

2017 Contributor: Costs of War Project (Brown University)  

2016 Undergraduate thesis committees (Brown University)  

2015 Journal manuscript review: Journal of Haitian Studies, Feminist Formations  

2013 Organizer and Fundraiser, Michel-Rolph Trouillot (MRT) Fund for Haiti-based scholars, 

Haitian Studies Association  

 

 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

2007 Researcher, Forced Migration Studies Programme, University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, South Africa                      

 

2005-6 Program Assistant in International Grantmaking, Tides Foundation, San Francisco, CA                                 

 

 

LANGUAGES  
 

French – fluent  
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Haitian Creole – fluent  

 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP AND AFFILIATIONS  
 

Association of American Geographers  

Haitian Studies Association  

American Anthropological Association  

Interuniversity Institute for Research and Development (INURED), Port au Prince, Haiti  

 

 

REFERENCES  
 

Gillian Hart (teaching reference)  

551 McCone Hall  

Department of Geography  

UC Berkeley  

hart@berkeley.edu 

510-642-3903 

 

Michael Watts  

555 McCone Hall 

Department of Geography  

UC Berkeley  

mwatts@berkeley.edu 

510-642-3903 

 

Jake Kosek  

585 McCone Hall  

Department of Geography  

UC Berkeley  

jake@berkeley.edu 

510-642-3903 

 

Cécile Accilien 

9 Bailey Hall 

Director, Institute of Haitian Studies 

Department of African and African-American Studies 

The University of Kansas 

cecileaccilien@ku.edu 

785-864-1853  

 


