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“Breaking down traditional barriers between the 
military and civilian lines of thought toward policy is a 
uniquely exciting aspect of SCUSA. The chance for 
future leaders to meet and challenge one another's  
assumptions about the world is an unrivaled 
experience…”  

- Micah Clark, SCUSA 66 Commander, USMA 
 
“Working with such a diverse group of students from 
around the world — one student in my group took 
part in the protests in Egypt during the Arab Spring — 
gave each of us new and valuable perspectives to 
bring back to our home campuses.” 

- Laura Cianciolo, Connecticut University 
 
“One of the best parts about attending SCUSA was 
meeting other people who are intelligent, passionate, 
and who share the same interests as I do”  

-T.J. Tree, Syracuse University 
 

“Witnessing life at West Point has allowed me to look 
outside the theoretical framework that I am familiar 
with and to learn about how the U.S. armed forces 
are organized in practice.”   

- Hendrik Denys, Fulbright student from Belgium   
 

 

Sponsored by: 

The George and Carol Olmsted Foundation 

The USMA Class of ’71 

The United States Military Academy at West 
Point hosts SCUSA every fall. It is the oldest 
and largest conference of its type in the world. 
Approximately 200 undergraduate students 
from over 125 colleges and universities 
worldwide attend SCUSA.  The passions and 
experiences of SCUSA inspire many delegates 
to pursue a career in public service.  Equally 
important, SCUSA is a four-day conference that 
provides a solid foundation for building  strong 
Civil-Military relationships. 
 

A venue for new ideas 
Throughout the conference, the student 
delegates will discuss and debate the impact of 
past and current events on the national political 
strategy of the United States and work to 
formulate sound policy recommendations for the 
U.S. government.   

 

A unique interaction with America’s military 
While attending SCUSA, delegates will get a 
unique glimpse into the daily life of the United 
States Corps of Cadets – the Army’s future 
officers. Delegates interact with cadets on their 
roundtables and with West Point’s staff and 
faculty throughout the conference. They will be 
hosted by cadets in the barracks and dine in the 
cadet mess hall. 

 

Mentorship beyond the classroom 
SCUSA draws policy experts from academia and 
government to facilitate roundtable discussions 
and guide delegates in developing a series of 

policy recommendations for their policy area.   
 

Distinguished guest speakers have included: 
•Dr. Henry Kissinger 
•Secretary Madeleine Albright 
•Ambassador (later POTUS) George H.W. Bush 
•Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller 
•His Excellency Boutros Boutros-Ghali 

What is SCUSA?  Reflections on SCUSA 66 

mailto:SCUSA.westpoint@gmail.com
mailto:SCUSA.westpoint@gmail.com
mailto:SCUSA.westpoint@gmail.com
mailto:cole.pinheiro@usma.edu


•Key conference events 

November 4th–  

Arrival, Registration, welcome, and opening 
senior panel discussion of the conference theme. 

November 5th–   

Roundtable sessions, banquet, and keynote 
address. 

November 6th–   

 Roundtable sessions, weapons and equipment 
interactive display, working roundtable dinner, 
and student delegate mixer 

November 7th–  

Closing report session and presentation of policy 
recommendations to a plenary meeting. 
Departure. 

 

• Prior to the SCUSA conference, delegates 
should prepare to discuss their roundtable 
topic in light of the conference theme 

This year SCUSA’s theme, which is applied to 
each roundtable, is “Confronting Inequality: 
Wealth, Rights, and Power.”  We challenge 
students to consider how inequality, in all it’s 
manifestations, influences US foreign Policy. 
Which inequalities are likely to increase and 
which decrease as global development 
proceeds?  Which forms of inequality are 
justifiable, and which serve U.S. interests?  
How should U.S. foreign policy respond to an 
increasingly prosperous world in which 
prosperity is unequally distributed? 

 

Topical: 
Asymmetric Warfare 
Cyber Warfare 
Global Economic Inequality 
Climate Change & Environmental Degradation 
Democratization  
Responsibility to Protect 
Demographics 
Civil-Military Relations 

 
 Regional: 
North America 
South America 
Europe 
Russia 
Middle East 
Africa 
China 

 
 

How does SCUSA work? SCUSA 67 Roundtable Topics Important Questions 

Q:  How do I attend SCUSA? 
A: Contact your academic advisor at your college or 
university to discuss your interest in SCUSA. 
 
Q: What is the registration fee & when is payment due? 
A: The registration fee is $180.  Checks must be made to 
payable to: US Treasury.  Mail checks to Cole Pinheiro, 
Building 607, West Point, NY 10996.  All checks must be 
received by October 28th.   Delegates should contact 
their academic advisor regarding grants that their school 
may provide. 
 
Q: How do I get to West Point? 
A:  Students pay for their own air or rail transportation.  
The SCUSA cadet staff will arrange ground transportation 
for delegates arriving at Newark, LaGuardia, and Stewart 
Airport as well as Garrison Train Station. Delegates may 
also drive to West Point.  
 
Q: Where will I stay? 
A: Those under 27 years old will be housed in the cadet 
barracks at West Point.  Legally, we cannot house 
students who are 27 years old or older on campus.  We 
kindly ask Universities to send students 26 years old or 
younger. 
 
Q: What if I am 27 years old or older? 
A: You must reserve a room at the IHG 5 Star Hotel.  
West Point will not cover the cost of off campus lodging.  
http://www.ihg.com/armyhotels/hotels/us/en/west-
point/zywpa/hoteldetail 
 
Q: How do I prepare for SCUSA?  
A: After registering for the conference, delegates will be 
informed of their roundtable assignments. Delegates 
should read the Theme and roundtable paper provided 
on the SCUSA website and come prepared to discuss the 
key issues in their policy or regional area. 
 
Q: What is the dress code? 
A: Delegates should bring business casual wear for 
daytime use and casual dinners. They should also bring 
formal attire for the banquet.  Weather in New York is 
breezy and cool in mid-fall; a warm winter coat is 
recommended.  

 

 
 

http://www.usma.edu/scusa/SitePages/Home.aspx 
 

SCUSA Sites 

https://twitter.com/scusawp 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/89592479@N07/ 

Website 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SCUSAwp 
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