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Transnationalism Literature: 
Progress and Weaknesses
 Fragmented and mostly descriptive
 Transnationalism from below
 Transnationalism from above
 Transnationalism “in between”

 Discord in method: level of analysis
 Macro-regional

 Meso-structural
 Micro/ Individual



Policies of sending and receiving 
states

Independent variables 
derived from antecedent 
conditions:

•The class profile/ social 
strata of migrants

•Conditions of exit and 
arrival of migrants

1. Areas of 
focus:

Politics; 
Economic/ 
Trade activities; 
Knowledge 
exchange/ 
Technology 
transfer; 
Cultural 
exchange; 
Humanitarian 
assistance

2. Intensity of 
participation

Immigrant incorporation into the 
receiving society: Residential and 
Socioeconomic integration 



Methodology

 Methodology:
 Website analysis – Event calendar
 Determine intensity level: 
 High: > 30 events in a year
 Medium: 10 to 29
 Low: < 10

 Process tracing



Findings on Vietnamese Immigrant Organizations’ 
Transnational Participation





Analysis on Intensity of Transnational 
Participation: Organizations’ Event Calendars





Findings on Algerian Immigrant Organizations’ Transnational 
Participation







Patterns of Transnational 
Participation



Historical Conditions
 Long-established communities
 Vietnamese: study-abroad students, colonial 

aristocrats, some colonial workers
 Algerian: mostly low-skilled workers

 New joiners:
 Vietnamese: post-1975 refugees
 Algerian: political activists, students and scholars 

fleeing the conflict of early 1990s 



State Policies

 Vietnamese insulation of expat politics
 France’s recognition of the UGVF in 1981

 Algeria’s organized expat voting, election 1995
 Algeria’s efforts to expand support base in 

France – 2003: Year of Algeria in France  



Immigrant Incorporation

 Algerian immigrants: 
 Low socioeconomic assimilation
 Identity crisis

 Vietnamese immigrants:
 Well-integrated socioeconomically
 Strong emotional attachment to home country  



Determinants of Transnational Participation: Projected 
Explanations for Patterns of Variations across Groups

 On Transnational 

Political 

Participation



Determinants of Transnational Participation: Projected 
Explanations for Patterns of Variations across Groups

 On 

Transnational 

Participation in 

Cultural, Knowledge/

Technology,

Economic and 

Humanitarian

Affairs



Conclusion

 Transnationalism:  a contemporary 
phenomenon

 A model of Migrant Transnationalism
 Impacts on local development and social 

stability
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