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Introduction

I say to you: that we are in a battle, and more than half of this battle is 
taking place in the battlefield of the media

-Ayman al-Zawahiri

Our enemies have skillfully adapted to fighting wars in today’s media 
age, but for the most part, we, our country, our government, has not 
adapted.

-Donald Rumsfeld



Theoretical and Practical Significance

 Current theoretical approaches to Jihadi media are insufficient.

 In general, media and representation are overlooked as new sites of 
conflict.

 The ongoing struggle in the War on Terror has been a dominant 
topic of discussion in the 21st century. 

 The anti-terrorist community has consistently undervalued the 
importance of Jihadi communication strategies.

 Few steps have been taken to effectively slow the continual 
production and dissemination of Jihadi media. 



The Need for a New Theoretical Approach

 The current state of scholarly research on the topic is insufficient.

 There is a need for broader theorizing on the topic, as well as new 
analysis based on more than anecdotal or macro-level findings.

 A new conception of Jihadi media can be articulated by using 
literature pertaining to media, technology, and representation.

Theoretical Conception 
of Jihadi media

Use of Media: 
Framing and Medium Theory

The shape of the Jihadi 
movement: 

Netwar and Chronopolitics

Representation as Weapon: 
Mimetic War on Images



Methodology: 
Why Inspire magazine?

 What is Inspire magazine?

 Well-suited to granular analysis and a single case study.

 While Inspire is not a perfect case, its value still outweighs its 
limitations.



Methodology:
The Use of Poststructural Discourse Analysis

 Discourse Analysis is an effective tool for this thesis.

 Poststructural Discourse Analysis (PDA) is well suited to this 
thesis’s emphasis on the importance of identity and representation.

 While PDA is not perfect, it is well-tailored to the aims of this 
study. 



Findings:
Inspire Magazine



Findings:
Media and New Technologies

 Using the Internet to connect a 
global audience.

 Harnessing this audience to 
respond to events on a global 
scale.



Findings:
Mimesis and Appropriation

 Images from Western news 
agencies are used throughout the 
magazine.

 Inspire mimics and subverts 
images associated with Western 
media.

 These actions strengthen Inspire’s 
messages while weakening 
Western narratives.



Findings:
Media Criticism and Identities

 Inspire inverts Western conceptions of self and other in the War on 
Terror.

 Inspire constructs Western media as hiding the ‘truth’ of the Jihadi 
movement from its audience.   

 Inspire constructs Western media as working in tandem with 
Western governments against global Muslim publics. 



Findings:
Media Coverage

 Media coverage of the first issue of Inspire was mixed.

 Both American and British news coverage became less critical with 
regards to subsequent issues.

 Inspire incorporates Western coverage of the magazine to further 
legitimacy claims for current and potential supporters.



Implications of this thesis

 Suggests new practices in fighting Internet radicalism.

 Places Jihadi media in a rigorous theoretical context.

 Ample opportunities for further research.

 Potential applicability to other opposition movements in the 21st

century.



Conclusions

 We must acknowledge previously overlooked tools of the Jihadi 
movement.

 We must look past physical actions in the War on Terror.  

 Media and representation should no longer be overlooked as 
elements of conflict in the 21st century.
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