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Research	  Puzzle:	  What	  
explains	  such	  
increases	  in	  socio-‐
poli6cal	  conflict	  in	  
democra6c	  regimes?	  
	  
Research	  Ques6on:	  
What	  explains	  the	  
increasingly	  conflic6ve	  
dynamic	  between	  the	  
government	  and	  
society	  in	  Spain	  since	  
2011?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Theore6cal	  Context	  

•  Cultural	  Explana6ons:	  
	  —Outdated	  

•  Literature	  on	  Globaliza6on:	  
	  —Does	  not	  contextualize	  current	  demands	  

•  Literature	  on	  Economic	  Crises:	  
	  —Op6mis6c	  assump6ons	  

•  Poli6cal	  and	  Ins6tu6onal	  	  Causes:	  
	  —Not	  taken	  into	  account	  



My	  Argument	  

•  Spain	  faces	  a	  crisis	  of	  consensus	  resul6ng	  from	  long-‐
term	  historical	  processes	  as	  well	  as	  from	  short-‐term	  
economic	  factors.	  

•  Long-‐term	  effects	  of	  the	  transi6on	  to	  democracy:	  
	   	  	  —	  Ins6tu6onal	  constraints	  
	   	  	  —	  Authoritarian	  legacies	  



Significance	  

•  Different	  framework	  to	  evaluate	  democra6za6on	  
processes	  

•  Reassessment	  of	  rela6onship	  between	  economic	  
crises	  and	  social	  unrest	  

•  Timely	  on	  both	  accounts:	  	  
	  	  —Ongoing	  transi6ons	  to	  democracy	  
	  	  —Austerity	  in	  Eurozone	  

	  
	  	  



Why	  Spain?	  

•  Access	  to	  and	  quan6ty	  of	  data	  
•  Unprecedented	  economic	  crisis	  
•  Paradigma6c	  transi6on	  to	  democracy	  

	  —Regime-‐ini6ated,	  pacted	  process	  
—Perceived	  as	  widely	  successful	  
—Not	  anymore?	  



Research	  Design	  and	  Methodology	  

•  Single-‐case	  study	  
•  Process	  tracing	  along	  longitudinal	  axis	  of	  comparison	  
—Preceding	  economic	  crises	  
—Previous	  instances	  of	  social	  unrest	  

•  Textual	  analysis	  of	  speeches	  by	  poli6cal	  elites	  
•  Use	  of	  interviews,	  polls,	  Government	  documents,	  
newspaper	  ar6cles.	  

	  



	  
Findings	  I:	  Impact	  of	  current	  crisis	  upon	  poli6cal	  
op6mism	  
	  

	  Economic	  and	  poli6cal	  
	  op6mism,	  1975-‐1989	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	   	  	  
	  
	  
	  

	  	  
	  



Trust	  in	  Government	  and	  Opposi6on,	  1997-‐2013	  



Vo6ng	  Inten6on	  toward	  PP	  and	  PSOE,	  1996-‐2013	  



	  
Findings	  II:	  Ac6on-‐reac6on	  dynamic	  between	  
government	  and	  society	  
	  



Findings	  III:	  Rela6onship	  of	  previous	  findings	  to	  
legacies	  of	  pacted	  transi6on	  

	  	  
•  Ins6tu6onal	  legacies:	  
Party	  system	  
increasingly	  perceived	  
as	  a	  liability	  
-‐Majoritarian	  bias	  
-‐Closed	  party	  lists	  

	  

•  Authoritarian	  legacies:	  
conserva6ve	  party	  
ac6vely	  increases	  socio-‐
poli6cal	  conflict	  
	  
	  



Implica6ons	  

Theore6cal	  
•  Need	  for	  historical	  

approach	  to	  
democra6za6on	  processes:	  
dual	  effect	  of	  transi6on	  
pacts	  

•  Economic	  crises	  as	  an	  
intervening	  variable	  that	  
increases	  socio-‐poli6cal	  
conflict	  

Prac6cal	  
•  Iden6fica6on	  long-‐term	  

effects	  of	  Spanish	  transi6on	  
•  Applicability	  to	  other	  

(pacted)	  transi6ons	  to	  
democracy	  

•  Reassessment	  of	  austerity	  
policies	  across	  Eurozone	  



Future	  Research	  

•  Spain:	  
—Secessionism	  in	  Catalonia	  and	  Basque	  Country	  
—Economic	  model:	  end	  of	  “embedded	  neoliberalism.”	  
	  

•  Applica6on	  of	  framework	  to	  other	  cases?	  
—Eurozone	  PIIGS	  (Portugal,	  Italy,	  Greece)	  
—La6n	  America	  (Chile,	  Brazil)	  

	  



From	  Celebrity	  to	  Zombie	  


