
 

ROBERT B. HACKEY 
 

Providence College | Voice: (401) 865-2453 
Providence College email: rhackey@providence.edu 
Brown University email: robert_hackey@brown.edu  

 
EDUCATION 

 
1992 Brown University, Providence, RI. 

Ph.D. in Political Science and Public Policy. 
 

Dissertation:  Trapped Between State and Market: Regulating Hospital Reimbursement in 
the American States. 

 
Thesis Advisor:    James A. Morone 
Committee Members:  Darrell M. West, Michael J. Rich 

 
1990 Brown University, Providence, RI.   

Awarded an A. M. in Political Science after completing the required coursework and 
passing general examinations in American Politics and International Relations. 

 
1987 University of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI.  

Awarded B. A. with highest distinction, College of Arts and Sciences, majoring in political 
science and economics. 

 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 

 
Health and Social Policy (state level implementation of health care reform, public opinion) 
Regulatory Policy (Health planning and certificate of need regulation, hospital rate regulation) 
Medicine and Health in Popular Culture (images of doctors, nurses, and health care issues in 

television, film, and theater) 
Rhetoric and Public Policy (storytelling and narrative approaches to policy analysis, theatre as 

an agent of social change) 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books 
 
Cries of Crisis: Rethinking the Health Care Debate. Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press, 

2012. (New paperback edition published in February 2015) 
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The New Politics of State Health Policy. Topeka, KS: University Press of Kansas, 2001. Co-
edited with David Rochefort.  

 
Rethinking Health Care Policy: The New Politics of State Regulation, Washington, D.C.: 

Georgetown University Press, 1998. 
 
Articles and Book Chapters 
 
“Measuring the Performance of Health Insurance Marketplaces,” JAMA: Journal of the 

American Medical Association 314 (7): 667-668. Co-authored with Erika L. May.  
 
“Philoctetes as a Health Educator,” Didaskalia: The Journal of Ancient Performance. Online at: 

http://didaskalia.net/issues/11/7/.  
 
“Folk Healers and Medical Miracles: Images of Health and Health Care in the Hunger Games,” 

Journal of Popular Culture 48 (4): 776-88. 
 
“If You Build It, They Will Come: Strategies for Developing an Undergraduate Research 

Conference,” Journal of Heath Administration Education 31 (Summer 2014): 247-66. 
 
“Making Sense of Medicaid Reform,” Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law 25 (August 

2000): 751-59. 
 
“The Politics of Reform,” Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law 25 (February 2000): 211-

223. 
 
“Groping for Autonomy: The Federal Government and American Hospitals, 1950-1990,” Journal 

of Economic Issues 33 (September 1999): 625-46. 
 
“Institutional Design and Regulatory Performance: Rethinking State Certificate of Need 

Programs,” New England Journal of Public Policy 13 (Spring/Summer 1998): 53-72. 
 
“Deja Vu All Over Again: The Failure of Health Care Reform, 1945-95.” In The Politics of Agenda 

Denial, Roger W. Cobb and Marc H. Ross, eds. Topeka, KS: University Press of Kansas, 1998. 
 
“Negotiating Cost Increases: The Rhode Island Experience,” Health Care Systems Economics 

Report 2 (1): 17-21. 
 
“Managed Care and Medicaid: A Critical Appraisal,” Critical Sociology 22 (Winter 1996): 3-28. 

Co-authored with Pamela Whitehouse. 
 
“Hard Choices in Health Care Regulation: Monitoring the Quality of Hospital Laboratory 

Services.” In Ethical Dilemma in Public Administration, Lynn Pasquerella, Alfred G. Killilea 

http://didaskalia.net/issues/11/7/


 

and Michael Vocino, eds.  Westport, CT: Praeger, 1996. Co-authored with Donald C. 
Williams. 

 
“Setting Limits Through Global Budgeting: Hospital Regulation in Rhode Island,” Spectrum: The 

Journal of State Government 69 (Winter 1996), pp. 6-16. 
 
“The Politics of Trauma System Development,” Journal of Trauma 39 (December 1995), pp. 

1045-53. 
 
“Regulatory Regimes and State Health Policy.” In The Politics of Health Care Reform, James A. 

Morone and Gary S. Belkin, eds.  Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1994. 
 
“The Illogic of Health Care Reform: Policy Dilemmas for the 1990s,” Polity 26 (Winter 1993): 233-

58. 
 
“New Wine in Old Bottles:  Certificate of Need in the 1990s,” Journal of Health Politics, Policy 

and Law 18 (Winter 1993): 927-36. 
 
“Regulatory Regimes and State Rate Setting Programs,” Journal of Health Politics, Policy and 

Law 18 (Summer 1993): 491-502. 
 
“Trapped Between State and Market: Regulating Hospital Payment in the Northeastern States." 

Medical Care Review 49 (Fall 1992): 355-88. 
 
“Competing Explanations of Voting Behavior Among American Blacks,” Social Science 

Quarterly 73 (March 1992): 71-89. 
 
Book Reviews 
 
Review of When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 by David Wyatt. Journal of American 

Culture (forthcoming). 
 
Review of 24 by John McCullough. Journal of American Culture (forthcoming). 
 
Review of The Ghosts of NASCAR by John Havick. Journal of American Culture 38 (3): 321.  
 
Review of Experiencing Politics by John E. McDonough. Journal of Health Politics, Policy and 

Law 26 (February 2002): 927-36. 
 
Op-Ed Contributions 
 
“Less Is More: Implementing the Affordable Care Act in South Carolina,” Charlestown Regional 

Business Journal (October 19, 2015).  
  



 

“What’s Next for HealthSource RI?” Providence Journal (July 19, 2015). Online at: 
http://www.providencejournal.com/article/20150719/OPINION/150719294.  

 
“AccessHealth CT: A Leader Among Health Insurance Exchanges,” Hartford Courant (July 14, 

2015). Online at: http://www.courant.com/opinion/op-ed/hc-op-hackey-affordable-care-ct-
marketplace-0714-20150713-story.html. 

 
“HealthSource RI Is a So-So Performer,” Providence Journal (February 25, 2015). Online at: 

http://www.providencejournal.com/article/20150225/OPINION/150229543.  
 
“Makes Little Sense to Keep HealthSource RI,” Providence Journal (December 10, 2014). Online 

at: http://www.providencejournal.com/article/20141210/OPINION/312109882.  
 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Visiting Fellow, Pell Center for International Relations and Public Policy, Salve Regina University, 

2012-present.  
 
Field Researcher, ACA Implementation Research Network, Rockefeller Institute of Government, 

University at Albany. Together with my co-investigators, Todd Olszewski and Danielle 
Waldron, I authored a baseline report on ACA implementation in New Hampshire published 
online by the Rockefeller Institute in January 2015. Download the report here: 
http://www.rockinst.org/ACA/states/New_Hampshire/2015-01-New_Hampshire_Baseline.pdf.  

 
Program Director, Health Policy and Management Program, Providence College 2010-present. 
 
Interim Director, Center for Teaching Excellence, Providence College (January-June 2010) 
 
Manuscript Reviewer for Choice, Health Affairs, Journal of Health Politics Policy and Law, 

Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved, Public Administration Review, Social 
Science Quarterly, Georgetown University Press, Vanderbilt University Press, the University of 
North Carolina Press, and the University of Michigan Press. 

 
External Evaluator – Political Science Department program review, Rhode Island College (2013). 
 
External Evaluator—Promotion/Tenure Review, Rhode Island College. 
 
PhD Thesis committee member, Northeastern University (Kaitlyn Kenney), 2008.  
 
Committee on Academic Rank and Tenure, Providence College.  
 
Assistant Managing Editor, New England Journal of Public Policy (1996-1998) 
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ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
2003-present Professor, Providence College. Teaching introductory and advanced courses 

on the American health care system, policy analysis, health care reform, 
storytelling in the public square, and health care in popular culture.  

 
2003; 2015-16 Visiting Professor, Brown University. Taught Introduction to Public Policy 

during the Spring 2003 (PS 10), Fall 2015, & Spring 2016 terms (PLCY 0100).  
 
1999-2003  Associate Professor, Providence College. Teaching introductory and 

advanced courses on the American health care system, computing 
information systems, planning and policy analysis, and health care reform. 

 
2001  Faculty Member, Abbott Laboratories Executive Development Program. 

Participated as a member of an interdisciplinary team for a leadership training 
institute held in Milwaukee, WI for senior managers at Abbott Laboratories. 
Introduced participants to comparative health policy issues and provided an 
overview of US regulatory policies towards the health care industry.  

 
1997-1999  Associate Professor, University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth. Taught 

introductory and advanced undergraduate courses in American politics, 
health care policy, public health, urban politics, public opinion, & research 
methods. 

 
1993-1997  Assistant Professor, University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth.  Taught 

introductory and advanced undergraduate courses in American politics, 
health care policy, public health, urban politics, public opinion, and 
quantitative methods. 

 
1991-1992  Instructor, St. Anselm College, Manchester, NH.  Taught advanced 

undergraduate courses in research methods, American politics and political 
institutions, state and local politics, and public administration 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 
 
2008 Carnegie/CASE US Professors of the Year Program. Professor of the Year—RI  
 
2008 Joseph R. Accinno Teaching Excellence Award, Providence College. 
 
1998 University of Massachusetts. President’s Citation for Excellence in Teaching, one 

of 15 citations awarded to faculty throughout the UMass system by President William 



 

Bulger in 1998. Only three faculty from the Dartmouth campus were honored with 
this award. 

 
1990 Brown University. President's Award for Teaching Excellence, one of six 

presidential teaching awards based on faculty recommendations and student 
teaching evaluations presented at the University's 1990 commencement. 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
1993 Program Manager, Rhode Island Department of Health.  Duties included 

coordinating all data collection and reporting activities for a federal trauma systems 
planning grant awarded to the Department by the US Department of Health and 
Human Services, analyzing health data using SAS, preparing quarterly progress 
reports for the Health Resources and Services Administration, and staffing the state's 
Trauma System Advisory Committee.  Prepared the Department's FY1994 successful 
continuing application for the trauma systems development program and authored 
its successful application to the Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) 
grant program from the Health Resources and Services Administration (Catalog of 
Federal Domestic Assistance #93-953).   
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