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Aletter from the

DIRECTOR

The Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies (CLACS) at
Brown University promotes knowledge, teaching, and research on
all aspects of Latin America and the Caribbean. As this Annual Re-
port vividly illustrates, CLACS has an exciting and diverse program
of undergraduate courses, lectures, seminars, conferences, films,
concerts, and other events that aim to foster greater engagement by
faculty, students, and the broader community with Latin America

and the Caribbean.

Based at the Watson Institute for International Studies, CLACS
aligns much of its activity with the mission of the Institute to
promote a peaceful and just world through research, teaching, and
public engagement about development, security, and governance.
For example, CLACS organized a major international conference
Governing Climate Change that convened the key Mexican archi-
tects and leaders of the successful UN Climate Change Conference
in Canctn in 2010, including the former President of Mexico,
Felipe Calderdn, to exchange ideas and insights with the Peruvian
team in charge of the UN Climate Change Conference, which took
place in Lima in December 2014. The impact of the conference
can be seen in a striking observation by Ricardo Lagos, former Pres-
ident of Chile and Professor-at-Large at Brown, who participated
in the CLACS event and was subsequently invited by the Peruvian
government to meet in Lima with high-level officials from Brazil,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Peru, and other countries to discuss the
upcoming UN Conference. According to Lagos, “The entire meet-
ing was structured around the discussion that had taken place at
Brown. I was impressed by that, because an event that was centered
on academic discussion had an influence on policymakers.”

Drawing on the expertise of visiting scholars and Brown faculty,
CLACS sponsored a set of workshops to explore current challenges
of development, security, and governance in specific Latin Amer-
ican countries. The conference Venezuela afier Chdvez focused on
the pressing problems of violence, citizen insecurity, and economic
turbulence facing the country since the death of President Hugo
Chdvez in 2013. Another workshop assessed the political and
social implications of Argentina’s economic instability.

The scope of CLACS’ activities also goes beyond the Watson In-
stitute’s mission by encompassing artistic and cultural program-
ming that aims to engage the large Latino community in the
Greater Providence area. Highlights from 2013-14 include live
musical performances by the Grammy-nominated, Afro-Cuban
funk band, PALO!, Latin folk rocker Gina Chavez, and Chilean
classical pianist, Marifa Teresa Sepulveda. To commemorate the
40th anniversary of the military coup in Chile, CLACS held

a special screening of the film No about the plebiscite in 1988
that brought an end to the military dictatorship. And together
with the Music Department, CLACS organized a groundbreak-
ing trip to Havana, Cuba by the Brown Jazz Band. In addition
to this busy schedule of programming, CLACS hosted visiting
professors and scholars from Argentina, Cuba, and Venezuela,
offered undergraduate courses on contemporary Latin American
politics and society, and celebrated the graduation of a cohort of
twelve concentrators in Latin American Studies.

I want to thank the faculty and administration, the staff, and
the students who all helped make last year a great success for

CLACS. Please join us in the excitement of another lively year
of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at Brown!

(Lder

Richard Snyder, Director
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Almeida, Onesimo Portuguese and Brazilian Studies
Amor y Vizques, José Emeritus, Hispanic Studies
AnderBois, Scott Linguistics

Andreas, Peter Political Science / Watson Institute
Augusto, Geri Africana Studies

Bauer, Beth Hispanic Studies

Becker, Adeline Portuguese and Brazilian Studies
Bensmaii, Réda French Studies

Bertness, Mark Ecology and Evol Biology (EEB)
Bianchi, Cesario Medical School

Bliss, Joseph Medical School

Bogues, Anthony B. Africana Studies

Borkan, Jeffrey Medical School

Bushnell, Amy Research Associate, History
Clayton, Michelle Hispanic Studies

Cope, R. Douglas History

Coulombe, Dominique University Library

Dal Bo, Pedro Economics

Delessio, Dorothy Medical School

Diaz, Joseph Medical School

Dzidzienyo, Anani Africana Studies

Edwards, Erika Ecology and Evol Biology (EEB)
Egilman, David Community Health / Biology & Medicine
Elliott, Claudia International Relations

Empkie, Timothy Medical School

Fagan, Mark Medical School

Faudree, Paja Anthropology

Ferreira, Roquinaldo History and Portuguese & Brazilian Studies

Fiering, Norman Emeritus, John Carter Brown Library
Figueroa, Patricia University Library

Fischer, Karen Geological Sciences

Flanigan, Timothy Medical School

Foster, Andrew Economics / PSTC

Gander, Forrest English / Literary Arts
Goldman, Roberta Medical School

Granai, Skip Medical School

Green, James N. History

Gutmann, Matthew Anthropology

Hamerly, Michael John Carter Brown Library
Harrison, Emily Medical School

Hastings, Justine Economics

Heath, Dwight Emeritus, Anthropology
Henderson, John V. Economics

Henry, Paget Sociology

Houston, Stephen Anthropology

Hu-DeHart, Evelyn History

Itzigsohn, José Sociology

Jacoby, Karl History

Jaquette, Jane Watson Institute

King, Dawn Center for Environmental Studies
Kirkman, Geoffrey International Advancement
Kriz, K. Dian History of Art and Architecture
Lagos, Ricardo Professor-at-Large, Watson Institute/ CLACS
Lambe, Jennifer History

Leinaweaver, Jessaca Anthropology

Leslie, Heather Environment Sciences and Biology
Lewis, Thomas Religious Studies

Lindstrom, David Sociology

Lloréns, Hilda American Studies

Locke, Richard Watson Institute

Lowenthal, Abraham Watson Institute

MacCarthy, Sarah Division of Biology and Medicine
Mazzucchelli, Aldo Hispanic Studies

McGarvey, Stephen Medical School

Merrim, Stephanie Hispanic Studies / Comparative Literature
Miller, Kiri Music

Mumford, Jeremy History

Mustard, Jack Geological Sciences

Nagavarapu, Sriniketh Economics

Neil, Christopher Marine Biology Laboratory
Nunn, Amy Medical School

Ortega, Julio Hispanic Studies

Pacheco, Maria Portuguese & Brazilian Studies / Education Alliance
Perry, Keisha-Khan Africana Studies / Anthropology
Porder, Stephen Ecology and Evol Biology (EEB)
Remensnyder, Amy History

Rich, Jeremy Ecology and Evol Biology (EEB)
Rivas-Drake, Deborah Education

Roberts, Timmons Sociology

Rodriguez, Besenia Associate Dean of the College
Rodriguez, Daniel History

Rodriguez, Pablo Medical School

Rodriguez, Ralph American Civilization
Saint-Amand, Pierre French Studies

Scherer, Andrew Anthropology

Schuhmacher, Nidia Hispanic Studies
Simas-Almeida, L. Portuguese & Brazilian Studies
Simon, Peter Medical School

Schrank, Andrew Sociology / Watson Institute
Skidmore, Thomas Emeritus, History

Smith, Marcia Medical School

Smith, Victoria Hispanic Studies

Snyder, Holly University Librarian

Snyder, Richard Political Science, Director of CLACS
Sobral, Patricia Portuguese & Brazilian Studies
Sobral, Silvia Hispanic Studies

Stallings, Barbara Watson Institute

Stonestreet, Barbara Medical School

Taub, Joshua International Advancement

Thomas, Sarah Hispanic Studies

Tucker, C. Joshua Department of Music

Valente, Luiz Portuguese & Brazilian Studies
Vieira, Nelson Portuguese & Brazilian Studies
VanWey, Leah Sociology

Ward, Kenneth John Carter Brown Library

Warren, Kay Anthropology / Watson Institute
Weitz-Shapiro, Rebecca Political Science and Public Policy
‘Whitfield, Esther Comparative Literature

Witman, Jon Ecology and Evol Biology (EEB)
Ybarra, Patricia Theatre, Speech & Dance

Zerner, Catherine Art & Architecture
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Ricardo Lagos Escobar

Yailenis Mulet

Sarmiento Fellowship

Established through the generous support of Alfredo C. Cassiet, M.D. and Ma-
ria-Elena Cassiet, the fellowship enables close collaboration with Brown schol-
ars from a wide array of disciplines. The grant is designed to cover airfare, living
expenses, and research expenditures for the visiting scholar, who is expected to

be in residence in Providence, Rhode Island for approximately one month.
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Our events are viewed from all over the world. .

CLACS has greatly increased the reach of our talks, conferences, and other events through live
webcasts. Many are recorded and livestreamed, and can be viewed through the CLACS Website

in their entirety.

Hundreds and even thousands of people tune in to CLACS events, and many join the conver-
sation through social media. For example, the webcast of our conference Governing Climate

Change has been viewed by more than 2,000 people from around the world.
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MARY CRAIG

"Nobody sees a flower really
-itis so small - it takes time,
we haven'ttime and to see
takes time, like to have a
friend takes time." - Georgia
0'Keeffe

MICHAEL GALE

"After graduation, | plan to
work as a paralegal for a year
in Sdo Paulo, Brazil before
attending Yale Law School in
the fall of 2015




KATHLEEN LISTER

| will be working at Trip Advi-
sor post graduation, but my
CLACS education has inspired
my dream to one day enter the
foreign service."

CLASS OF
2014

Each year, CLACS hosts undergraduate concentrators with a diverse
and fascinating array of interests. The concentration in Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean Studies is designed to help students develop a deep
interdisciplinary understanding of culture, history, and contemporary
issues in Latin America. Students explore how social, political, econom-
ic, literary, and cultural factors combine to explain the Latin American
and Caribbean societies of today. The concentration in Latin American
and Caribbean Studies provides the opportunity to use the methods of

various disciplines and integrate different ways of knowing.



CLACS Graduate Programs

CLACS contributes to graduate education and training at Brown by supporting
students through courses and events, providing funding for summer fieldwork in
Latin America and the Caribbean, and offering dissertation writing fellowships.
The Center also sponsors interdisciplinary graduate colloquia where students are
given an opportunity to present and get feedback on their research from peers and

faculty members.

Fconomics Anthropology

elliier] Hispanic
Science : Studies
Music
« Portuguese &
HIS’[OTy Brazilian
Studies

Sociology

Graduate students in 8 departments are affiliated with CLACS.

Cogut
Dissertation
~ellows

CLACS offers dissertation fellow-
ships for graduate students at Brown

who are in the writing stage of their

dissertation. The fellowships are open

to students in any department whose
research is directly relevant to Latin
America and/or the
Caribbean.




Each year since 2010, the Botin Foundation, headquartered in Santander, Spain, has offered 40

talented university students from throughout Latin America the opportunity to take part in the Program on
Leadership, Liberal Arts, and Public Service. The members of the fourth cohort of the program began their intensive two-

month program by spending a week at Brown in late September 2013, where they attended lectures and events.

This year’s guest lecturers included former President of Chile and Brown University Professor-at-Large Ricardo Lagos and Anna
Cano Morales, Director of the Latino Policy Institute at Roger Williams University. The week also featured a visit to the State
House, a tour of Newport, a performance by the Grammy-nominated, Afro-Cuban Funk band PALO), a screening of the Os-

car-nominated film No, and lectures by Brown faculty.
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Highlights
Fall 2014

October

November

2014-2015

Stay tuned for more
events on the CLACS
website!
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