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All told, between 480,000 and 507,000 people have been killed in the United States’
post-9/11 wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. This tally of the counts and estimates of
direct deaths caused by war violence does not include the more than 500,000 deaths from
the war in Syria, raging since 2011, which the US joined in August 2014.
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The wars are ongoing, although the wars in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq are less
intense than in recent years. Still, the number of civilians killed in Afghanistan in 2018 is
on track to be one of the highest death tolls in the war.
This tally is an incomplete estimate of the human toll of killing in these wars. There
are United Nations efforts in Afghanistan and Iraq to track war casualties and to identify
the perpetrators of those deaths and injuries. In Iraq, the UN publishes monthly reports,
and in Afghanistan, the UN makes annual and semi-annual reports.24 Nongovernmental
organizations, the Congressional Research Service, and journalists also attempt to
understand the human toll of these wars by using official US government reports, other
governments’ data, and on the ground reporting.
But, because of limits in reporting, the numbers of people killed in the United States
post-9/11 wars, tallied in this chart, are an undercount. Many non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) attempt to track civilian, militant, and armed forces and police deaths
in wars. Yet there is usually great uncertainty in any count of killing in war. While we often
know how many US soldiers die, most other numbers are to a degree uncertain. Indeed, we
may never know the total direct death toll in these wars. For example, tens of thousands of
civilians may have died in retaking Mosul and other cities from ISIS but their bodies have
likely not been recovered.
In addition, this tally does not include “indirect deaths.” Indirect harm occurs when
wars’ destruction leads to long term, “indirect,” consequences for people’s health in war
zones, for example because of loss of access to food, water, health facilities, electricity or
other infrastructure.
Most direct war deaths of civilians in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, and Syria have
been caused by militants, but the US and its coalition partners have also killed civilians.
Since the start of the post-9/11 wars, the Department of Defense has not been consistent in
reporting on when and how civilians have been harmed in US operations. 25 The US has
attempted to avoid harming civilians in air strikes and other uses of force throughout these
wars, to varying degrees of success, and has begun to understand civilian casualty
prevention and mitigation as an essential part of US doctrine. In July 2016, the Presidential
Executive Order on Measures to Address Civilian Casualties stated: “The protection of
civilians is fundamentally consistent with the effective, efficient, and decisive use of force in
pursuit of U.S. national interests. Minimizing civilian casualties can further mission
objectives; help maintain the support of partner governments and vulnerable populations,
especially in the conduct of counterterrorism and counterinsurgency operations; and
enhance the legitimacy and sustainability of U.S. operations critical to our national
security.”26
The Obama administration executive order and the 2018 National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) required reporting on civilian casualties. Specifically, the DOD is
required to report on May 1 of each year, for the next five years, all military operations that
were “confirmed, or reasonably suspected to have resulted in civilian casualties.” 27 The
first such DOD report was released in June 2018. It reported that in 2017, 499 civilians
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were killed in Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan and Yemen and 167 civilians were injured in US
operations. An additional 450 reports of civilian casualties for that year “remained to be
assessed.”28
According to NGO observers, the numbers in the Pentagon report may be a
significant understatement of the effects of US operations in 2017. 29 In June, a
spokesperson for the US military said, “We acknowledge differences exist between U.S.
military assessments of the number of civilian casualties and reporting from NGOs.”30
Moreover, the total number of US caused civilian deaths is growing in some regions.
According to Air Wars, in Operation Inherent Resolve, the Coalition has killed at least 6,575
civilians since August 2014 in air strikes and the Russians may have killed between 12,000
and 19,000 civilians in their war in Syria. 31
Further, in some operations, the US commitment to reducing civilian casualties may
be slipping. In Afghanistan specifically, the US and its allies were able to reduce the number
of civilians killed in airstrikes, but in the last few years, more civilians have been killed by
“pro-government forces” (Coalition and Afghan military) airstrikes.
Figure 1. Afghan Civilians Killed by Pro-Government Forces, 2008-201732
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There is a need for greater transparency in the accounting of civilian deaths and
injuries caused by US and allied operations.33
US Soldiers Deaths and Injuries
Nearly 7,000 United States soldiers and sailors have been killed in the post-9/11
wars. The number of US combatants killed in the wars annually has declined, although this
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is in large part because the US has transferred much of the direct ground combat to its
allies in Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan. See Figure 2, below.
Figure 2. Total US Military Fatalities in Afghanistan and Iraq War Zones, 2001-201834
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But deaths do not tell the entire story. Since 2001, more than 53,700 US soldiers
and sailors have been officially listed as wounded in the major post-9/11 war zones.
Figure 3. US Soldiers and Sailors Wounded in Post-9/11 Wars35
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Many other US soldiers have become amputees. From the start of the wars through
mid 2015, there were 1,645 major limb amputations for US service members associated
with battle injuries in the major war zones. 36 As the number of troops deployed in the war
zones have declined, so have major limb amputations. In 2016, there were no major limb
amputations, the first year since the wars began.37
The Congressional Research Service has stopped releasing regular updates on US
military casualty statistics. In its most recent report, issued in 2015, the Congressional
Research Service found that more than 300,000 troops have suffered traumatic brain
injuries.38
Suicide is also an urgent and growing problem among the veterans of the post-9/11
wars. Although it is difficult to tell how many of these suicides are by post-9/11 war
veterans, because the VA does not disaggregate by war, there were more than 6,000
veteran suicides each year from 2008-2016, a rate that is 1.5 times greater than that of the
non-veteran population.39
Hardship in the War Zones
Displacement is an ongoing reality for those affected by the wars. The United
Nations High Commission for Refugees has documented millions of refugees and internally
displaced persons in the major US war zones.
Table 2. Refugees and Internally Displaced People (in Millions) in 201740

Afghanistan
Pakistan
Iraq
Syria
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0.36
6.29
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0.17
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6.15

Asylum Seekers
0.33
0.08
0.27
0.15

Total
4.78
0.38
3.25
12.59

The refugees from these wars are affecting the entire region. About half of the 2.6
million refugees from the war in Afghanistan are found in Pakistan (1.3 million people).
More than 900,000 Afghans are living in Iran. Most refugees from the war against ISIS in
Iraq and Syria have been hosted in Turkey — nearly 3.5 million people. Iran is also hosting
nearly a million Syrians and Iraqis.
In Europe, some countries, most notably Turkey, have accepted many refugees;
others, for instance Italy, have criminalized refugees and those who assist them. Even
when the wars end and the refugees and internally displaced persons return to their
homes, there will be a lasting legacy.
Traumatic amputations due to unexploded ordinance, land mines, and improvised
explosive devices are also common in the war zones.41 In Afghanistan, Land Mine Monitor
recorded a growing number of casualties (deaths and injuries) due to improvised explosive
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devices and other mines: in 2014, 1,296 casualties; in 2015, 1,587 casualties; and in 2016,
1,943 casualties. In Iraq, the number of casualties due to improvised explosive devices and
other mines has also grown: in 2014, 63 casualties; in 2015, 58 casualties; and in 2016, 109
casualties.42
Conclusion
This update just scratches the surface of the human consequences of 17 years of
war. Too often, legislators, NGOs, and the news media that try to track the consequences of
the wars are inhibited by governments determined to paint a rosy picture of perfect
execution and progress. The US has made some effort to increase transparency, but there
are a number of areas — the number of civilians killed and injured, and the number of US
military and veteran suicides, for instance — where greater transparency would lead to
greater accountability and could lead to better policy.
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This chart tallies direct deaths, caused by war violence. It does not include indirect deaths,
namely those caused by loss of access to food, water, and/or infrastructure, war-related
disease, etc. The numbers included here are approximations based on the reporting of
several original data sources. Not all data sources are updated through mid-October 2018;
dates are noted in the footnotes. These footnotes document the ways in which some
original data sources are incomplete, inconsistent and/or data is inaccessible. For example,
it is impossible to separate numbers of US military service members who died in Iraq from
those who died in Syria, as the Department of Defense includes those in the same category.
For this reason, this chart includes US service members who have died in Syria, but does
not include others who have died in Syria due to the US-led war on terror, such as Syrian
civilians.
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Afghanistan, 1,734; and for Pakistan 42. These DOL figures do not include other DOLreported deaths likely connected to the named military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan,
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including contractor deaths in Kuwait (103), Jordan (36), Qatar (19), Saudi Arabia (23),
Syria (5), United Arab Emirates (13) and elsewhere which are included in the present
estimate. The figures here are an estimate of contractor deaths based on these DOL
numbers which calculates the additional number of unreported contractor deaths by
comparing the percentage of foreign contractors working for the US military in the
warzone with the much lower percentage of foreign contractors among the reported dead.
The multiplier reflecting this disparity is 2.15 times the DOL number.
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Includes National Military Forces and National and Local Police Forces.
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Most sources consider their numbers an undercount of the actual total. This estimate
includes 8,825 deaths recorded by iCasualties, for January 2005 to July 2011 and 1,300
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January 1, 2015 to December 31, Retrieved from http://mod.gov.af/en/blog/. Neither the
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