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Michael Fine, MD has served as Director of the Rhode Island Department of Health (HEALTH) since July 2011. In this role, Dr. Fine oversees the single state agency, with over 400 employees and an operating budget of $110 million, responsible for coordinating a broad range of public health programs and services. 

Dr. Fine’s career as both a family physician and manager in the field of healthcare has been devoted to healthcare reform and the care of underserved populations. Before his confirmation as Director of Health, Dr. Fine was Medical Program Director at the Rhode Island Department of Corrections; founder and Managing Director of HealthAccessRI, the nation’s first statewide organization making prepaid, reduced fee-for-service primary care available to people without employer-provided health insurance; Physician Operating Officer of Hillside Avenue Family and Community Medicine, the largest family practice in Rhode Island; and Physician-in-Chief of the Rhode Island and Miriam Hospitals’ Departments of Family and Community Medicine. Dr. Fine also founded the non-profit Scituate Health Alliance, making rural Scituate, Rhode Island the first community in the United States to provide primary medical and dental care to all its residents. He has served on a number of boards and legislative committees throughout the state and is a past President of the Rhode Island Academy of Family Physicians and past Open Society Institute/George Soros Fellow in Medicine as a Profession. 

Fine is the coauthor, with James W. Peters, of The Nature of Health (Radcliffe, 2007), a study of healthcare services, human rights, society, technology, and industry. He also wrote The Zero Calorie Diet (Red House Press, 2010), a look at the culture of excess through the lens of fasting.
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Dolores Acevedo-Garcia is Samuel F. and Rose B. Gingold Professor of Human Development and Social Policy, and Director of the Institute for Child, Youth and Family Policy at the Heller School for Social Policy and Management, Brandeis University. From 1998 to 2011, she was a faculty member at the Harvard School of Public Health (1998-2009) and Northeastern University (2009-2011). She is Project Director for diversitydata.org, a multi-year indicator project on racial/ethnic equity in U.S. metropolitan areas, supported by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. In the next three years, diversity data will be enhanced to make it a more comprehensive database of indicators on child wellbeing, and to incorporate systematic reviews, indicators and case studies on policies that may help improve the lives of vulnerable children and promote child equity. She is also a member of the MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Housing and Families with Children. Her recent professional activities include an invited presentation at the HUD/MacArthur Foundation “How Housing Matters” Conference (November 2011), and a presentation at the White House conference on the Future of Rental Housing Policy (October 2010). She served on two national expert panels convened by the Centers for Disease Control (Housing and Health, and Social Determinants of Health), and on the expert panel for the award-winning PBS documentary series “Unnatural Causes: Is Inequality Making us Sick?” She serves on the Social Science Advisory Board of the Poverty and Race Research Action Council, and the National Coalition on School Diversity. She has served on the board of directors for the Fair Housing Center for Greater Boston, and the Committee on the Analysis on Impediments to Fair Housing (Boston Office for Civil Rights). Her research focuses on the social determinants (e.g. residential segregation, immigrant adaptation) of racial/ethnic health disparities; the role of social policies (e.g. housing policies, immigrant policies) in reducing those disparities; and the health and well-being of children with special needs.  She received her B.A. in public administration from El Colegio de Mexico (Mexico City), and her MPA-URP and Ph.D. in Public Policy with a concentration in demography from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University.

Eric Loucks, PhD
Dr. Loucks is an Assistant Professor at Brown University in the Department of Epidemiology. His research focuses on social determinants of health, particularly whether education and the childhood family psychosocial environment are causally related to coronary heart disease. Dr. Loucks has approximately 40 peer-reviewed publications primarily on social determinants of health, and is increasing his work on policy-relevant interventions. He received his training from the University of British Columbia and the Harvard School of Public Health, and has had teaching positions at Harvard University, McGill University and Brown University. 

Lauren A. Smith, MD, MPH
Lauren A. Smith, MD, MPH, is the Medical Director and Chief Medical Officer of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, where she provides senior clinical leadership for programs, planning and policy.  An Associate Professor at the Boston University School of Medicine, she served as the Medical Director of the Pediatric Inpatient Unit at Boston Medical Center and was a pediatric hospitalist for 10 years. Dr. Smith’s research career has focused on childhood health disparities and the implication of public polices for child health and wellbeing.  In addition to numerous peer reviewed papers, she has authored reports on the health impact of affordable housing and energy costs as examples of the effects of public policy on health. She served as a William T. Grant Health Policy Fellow in the office of the Massachusetts Speaker of the House and as a member of the Massachusetts Commission to End Racial Disparities in Health.  Her public service also included work as a policy analyst for the Department of Health and Human Services. She completed her education and training at Harvard College, the University of California, San Francisco School of Medicine and the University of California, Berkeley School of Public Health. She completed her residency and chief residency at Children's Hospital, Boston and her fellowship in General Pediatrics at Boston Medical Center.

