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Speaker Biographies
Liz Tobin Tyler, JD, Moderator
Liz Tobin Tyler is the Director of Public Service and Community Partnerships and a Lecturer in Public Interest Law at Roger Williams University School of Law. She is the senior editor of Poverty, Health and Law: Readings and Cases for Medical-Legal Partnership, published in August 2011. She is a national leader in medical-legal education, creating the first interdisciplinary course for law and medical students focused on the social determinants of health and the law at RWU School of Law and the Alpert Medical School at Brown in 2003. She also teaches in the areas of poverty law, family law and gender and the law.

In 2006, she was honored by the Legal Services Corporation for her work in developing the Rhode Island Medical-Legal Partnership for Children at Hasbro Children’s Hospital in Providence. Prior to her current position, Ms. Tobin Tyler was as a consulting attorney to Health and Education Leadership for Providence on childhood lead paint poisoning and housing conditions issues, and prior to that, served as a policy analyst at Rhode Island Kids Count, focusing on early childhood policy. In 2010, she was awarded the “Beyond the Call of Duty” award by the Childhood Lead Action Project for her work to enforce lead safety laws. 

From 2000-2004, she also served as a visiting lecturer at Brown University’s Taubman Center for Public Policy where she taught family law and policy. She is a graduate of Northeastern University School of Law and holds an M.A. in English and a B.A. in humanities from the University of Texas at Austin.
Panelists

Ellen Lawton, JD
Ellen Lawton, JD is currently the lead national consultant for Walmart’s signature pro bono medical-legal partnership initiative, focused on strategic expansion of an Arkansas-based medical-legal partnership project. An expert in poverty law generally, Ms. Lawton is a lead editor of the recently published Poverty, Health & Law: Readings from Medical-Legal Partnership, a textbook for law, medical and public health schools.  She is nationally recognized for her leadership in developing the medical-legal partnership model, and has published an array of articles describing this work in both clinical and legal journals.  

Ms. Lawton is the former Executive Director and a co-founder of the National Center for Medical-Legal Partnership at Boston Medical Center and Boston University School of Medicine, where she was an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics.  Under her leadership, the medical-legal partnership model has been replicated in over 240 hospitals and health centers across the United States.

Ms. Lawton received the 2011 Innovations in Legal Services Award from the National Legal Aid and Defender Association and was recently appointed to the 2011 Blue Ribbon Commission for Public-Private Action.  She is chair of the board of directors at Health Imperatives, a member of the board of directors of Community Resources for Justice, and on the advisory panel for the Obesity Advocacy Project of the National Initiative for Children's Healthcare Quality, and was a  2004 Harvard Law School Wasserstein Fellow.



Sara Rosenbaum, JD
Sara Rosenbaum is the Harold and Jane Hirsh Professor and founding Chair of the Department of Health Policy at The George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services, a unique center of learning, scholarship, and public service focusing on all aspects of health policy. 

Professor Rosenbaum has devoted her career to issues of health law and policy affecting low income, minority, and medically underserved populations. Between 1993 and 1994, she worked for President Clinton, directing the legislative drafting of the Health Security Act and developing the Vaccines for Children program. She has also served on the Presidential Transition Team for President-Elect Obama.

A graduate of Wesleyan University and Boston University School of Law, Professor Rosenbaum has authored a leading health law textbook as well as more than 350 articles and studies focusing on all phases of health law and health care for medically underserved populations. A holder of numerous awards for her scholarship and service, Professor Rosenbaum is the recipient of the Richard and Barbara Hansen National Health Leadership Award (University of Iowa), a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Investigator Award in Health Policy Research, and the Oscar and Shoshanna Trachtenberg Award for Scholarship, The George Washington University’s highest award for scholarship. 

Professor Rosenbaum is a member of CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practice (ACIP) and Director’s Advisory Committee. She also serves as a Commissioner on the Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission, which advises Congress on federal Medicaid and CHIP policy.
Megan Sandel, MD, MPH
Megan Sandel, MD MPH, is the Interim Executive Director of the National Center for Medical-Legal Partnership. She was the first Medical Director of the Family Advocacy Program in 1998, and was appointed Medical Director of the National Center in 2007. Dr. Sandel is an Associate Professor of Pediatrics at the Boston University School of Medicine, the former Director of Pediatric Healthcare for the Homeless at Boston Medical Center, a research scientist with Children's Health Watch and a nationally recognized expert on housing and child health.  She served as a general academic fellow at Boston Medical Center with a concentration in environmental health in children, earning a Master’s degree in Public Health with a dual concentration in environmental health and epidemiology and biostatistics in 2002.  

In 1998, she published with other doctors at Boston Medical Center, the DOC4Kids report, a national report on how housing affected child health.  In 1999, she followed as an author on “There's No Place Like Home”, a second report documenting how asthma, lead, injuries, homelessness, food insecurity, chronic disease and educational attainment were all affected by housing.  In 2000, she was a co-Principal Investigator of the Boston Healthy Homes Partnership, a grant from Department of Housing and Urban Development to the Boston Public Health Commission, to study if housing changes improved the health of children with asthma.  She is a founding member of the Asthma Regional Council of New England.  

Over the course of her career, Dr. Sandel has written numerous scientific articles and papers.  She has served on numerous committees and advisory boards, such as the Alliance for Healthy Homes, a national advocacy group, and Massachusetts Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics.           
