COSTS OF WAR

How Death Outlives War: The Reverberating Impact of the
Post-9/11 Wars on Human Health

The bottom line: In addition to the many, many people who have died in combat during the post-9/11
wars, more still have died in these same warzones from the indirect, reverberating effects of war.

An important note: This research sheds new light on the devastating indirect toll of war on human
health in Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Syria, Yemen, Libya and Somalia. These countries have experienced
the most violent wars in which the U.S. government has been involved in the name of counterterrorism
since 2001, though many warring parties and many intensifying factors have contributed to these
deaths and the report does not attribute direct responsibility to any single combatant, cause, or time
period. Additionally, the report points out that the true impacts are so vast and complex that they are
unquantifiable and thus does not generate a precise mortality figure, but instead provides a reasonable
and conservative estimate.

1. Atleast 4.5 million people have died in
the post-9/11 warzones

The Reverberating Consequences
There are many reverberating consequences of of War for Population Health

the post-9/11 wars that have led to indirect
deaths, and they often overlap, but four
underappreciated primary ones that this study
delineates are: 1
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2. Wars often Kill far more people indirectly than in direct combat, particularly young

children
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are particularly vulnerable, as

demonstrated by high rates of

child malnutrition in warzones.
Cumulatively, the report’s calculation is that more than 7.6 million children under five are suffering from
acute malnutrition, also known as wasting, in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and Somalia.

3. Thereverberating impacts of war affect some more intensely than others.

Men are more likely to die in
combat, but women and children
are more often killed indirectly.
Those who live in rural areas are
especially vulnerable when public
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The full study is available here. For more information, please contact costsofwar@brown.edu.
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